WO_MEN

 points of view

a project curated by Francesca Referza

WO_MEN points of view is an exhibition conceived and developed in two appointments (June / September 2011), in collaboration with the no profit space 91mQ Berlin. 

Eight artists in the exhibition: Arzuffi Elena (Milan, 1964), Elena Bellantoni (Vibo Valentia, 1975), Giulia Caira (Cosenza, 1971), Monica Carocci (Rome, 1966), Loredana Di Lillo (Gioia del Colle, Bari, 1979 ), Mariana Ferratto (Rome, 1979), Silvia Giambrone (Agrigento, 1981), Valentina Vetturi (Reggio Calabria, 1979). 

In 1936 Clare Boothe Luce wrote a very funny comedy drama called The women a novel about the life of some women in New York in the late thirties. The piece describes the misadventures of eight women in everyday life: clothes, gossip, men, money and power. The women talk about women by analyzing the instinctive side of the so-called 'weaker sex'. From the comedy of 1936, three years later was made the film The Women, directed by George Cukor, with an entirely female cast.

Inspired by the film and theatre pieces, the exhibition - designed for 91mQ project space - wants to become a trans-generational reflection on female identity through the art works. The title The woman wants to emphasize a specific choice of artists in the exhibition.  On one hand the choice was made from a private knowledge of the personality of the artists on the other by a recurrence in the work of each of them, the comparison with the other / others, either directly (through the use of the body in a video or a performance) and indirect, with works that, through specific operational choices betray an identity, communicate a position, have a statement, express a point of view.

I thought - Elena Bellantoni wrote, artist and co-founder of 91mQ, about the project of the exhibition - that it’s too long time that artists’ women do not come together to confront themselves. It would be interesting to do just that. To organize an open talk, each one presenting the reasons for their work. The two exhibitions are an opportunity of an exchange between all of us. As wo_man I feel the need to have a dialogue, rather then the chance to realize a show. Before the women gathered in front of the domestic heart, then on the streets.. Now where?

So if work and determination, are usually declined as masculine prerogatives, here they developed into the link between the eight artists wo_men, by reflecting the dialogue established by the artists, starting from the works on display. The works shown are therefore the registration, through three generations, from the sixties to the eighties, of different points of view.

The artists in the exhibition belong to different geographic origins, a single work and the different ways of dealing with their personal experiences, are the real theme of the exhibition. A gaze on the changes of the women’s role in the Italian society through the work of eight artist whose research ranges from photography to video, from installation to video animation.

For the exhibition WO_MEN points of view I created a new work - said Elena Arzuffi - thinking about the human soul and its emotions. I feel the need for new expression in my work. I feel a strong emotional evolution at the moment.

I chose the book by David Grossman Be my knife (1999) that describes an epistolary communication between two people rich of infinite nuances to underline the relationship between a man and a woman.

The works presented are drawings on pages torn from the book, sometimes the words are highlighted. I think to prepare thirty pages. Each measures 12.5 x 20 cm.

Uncertain border (2005) by Giulia Caira is a video without audio on two screens where you see the body of a woman dressed and undressed gradually, very slowly, by a male figure. The ambiguity of the performance, metaphorically emphasized by the title, is accentuated by the loop of a sacred ritual that (Burqa) becomes profane (nudity and contemporary clothes) and the other way round.

Made for the Pera Palace Museum in Istanbul, Uncertain border through a reflection on the period costume of the Ottoman Empire, speaks about the  female identity in a social and political geography in the middle East and West. Istanbul - Olga Gambari had written about the video - with its connotation of border between two worlds, Europe and Asia, but also Islam and the West, becomes a perfect symbol of feminine reality today.

Ciao is the latest project developed by Mariana Ferratto in Paris during the period of the artist residency at the Cité Internationale des Arts. In the video, a woman gets off a train and she walks in the direction of a man waiting for her, smiling, happy as long as they embrace. 

The video, in black and white, does not tell a story, but wants to describe an emotional condition real and concrete, that one of those who, uprooted from their origins, leads a life in exile, whenever physically or even spiritually, can for a few moments to re-establish communication with their affections, with their family of origin.

In the video there is a strong autobiographical element, the artist was born in Italy but her family roots’ belongs to Argentina.

 Noi siamo il passato oscuro del mondo, 2010 by Silvia Giambrone. Perhaps to address the problem of the 'subject' today there is no need to resort to the ideal of the future as a bearer of truth. And maybe even a metaphysical idea of the truth. Perhaps we need only to look back and around in those parts of history still vivid, and so far unseen.

It is a phrase almost invisible to the eye because written in white on white, adhesive letters on the wall. This phrase of Carla Lonzi, from the book Sputiamo su Hegel - explains Silvia Giambrone - underlines the importance of seeking for a ‘subject’, not a future projection (the myth of progress bearer of truth, typically patriarchal), but in the dark pockets of the past, in what has been lost in the dialectic, the differences of dualism.
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